
Town summary 
Karratha is the powerhouse of the Pilbara; a region 
known for its mining, gas and oil. The city’s name 
comes from the cattle station of the same name, 
which derives from a local Aboriginal word meaning 
‘good country’ or ‘soft earth’. 
Each year, the City of Karratha is host to many 
thousands of international and Australian visitors 
including retirees affectionately known as ‘grey 
nomads’, who come to experience the incredible 
sights including some of the world’s oldest Aboriginal 
rock carvings some dating back more than 30,000 
years.
Karratha experiences tropical and semi desert 
climates, with temperatures ranging between 15c and 
45c. The weather between April and October is ideal 
with daytime temperatures of between 25c and 30c.
There are 42 islands just off the coast from Dampier 
providing a unique experience for fishing, boating and 
exploring enthusiasts.

Distance from Perth 
1,575km north of Perth.

Population
Approximately 26,228 people as at June 2015. 

Travel to and from town
Car
Karratha is a 16 hour car journey from Perth, 
travelling along National Route 1. 

Bus 
Integrity Coach Lines runs a return coach service 
between Perth and Karratha several days per week.  
A one-way journey takes around 24 hours. 

Plane
Qantas and Virgin airlines have regular flights 
between Perth and Karratha. 
For more information, please visit: 
www.qantas.com.au and www.virginaustralia.com.
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Accommodation
A range of hotel, motel, caravan 
and camping options are 
available to suit every budget. 
Some options include: 

The Ranges Karratha
1090 Karratha Road

Best Western Karratha Central 
Apartments
27 Warambie Road

Karratha International Hotel
Corner Hillview and Millstream 
Roads

Ibis Styles Karratha
35-45 Searipple Road

Parkby Lodge
110 Wellard Road 

Services in town  
Banks (NAB, Commonwealth, 
ANZ banks), the largest shopping 
centre in the Pilbara – Karratha 
City including major grocery 
chains and department stores, 
a new swimming and sporting 
complex (the Leisureplex), Red 
Earth Performing Arts and Events 
Precinct (under construction), 
churches, dentists, library, 
pharmacies, police station, 
post office, service stations and 
a multitude of bars, cafes and 
restaurants.

Education is provided through 
four public primary schools, 
one independent public school 
and one private primary school, 
one public and one private high 
school, and a TAFE centre with 
remote university facilities.

Health facilities 
Nickol Bay Hospital has a  
24-hour emergency department, 
outpatient department, 
operating theatre, day surgery 
unit, ambulatory care, inpatient 
services including adult medical/
surgical, paediatrics, mental 
health, palliative care and a 
maternity unit. The new $207m 
Karratha Health Campus will 
replace Nickol Bay Hospital  
in 2018.
Karratha general practices:
• Karratha Medical Centre 

(Sharpe Avenue)
• Sonic HealthPlus (Warambie 

Road)
• Karratha Central Healthcare 

(Welcome Road)

Pilbara Population Health West 
provides community nursing 
and allied health services and 
there are also a number of non-
government allied health services 
located in Karratha.

Attractions
Millstream Chichester National 
Park, Deep Gorge, Hearson’s 
Cove, Staircase to the Moon, 
Yaburara Heritage Trail, 
Montebello Islands, Dampier 
Archipelago, Miaree Pool, 
Gregory’s Gorge, Sam’s Island, 
Roebourne Old Gaol and amazing 
ancient Aboriginal rock carvings 
throughout the region.

Top Links:
City of Karratha
www.karratha.wa.gov.au

Pilbara Development 
Commission
www.karratha.wa.gov.au

Karratha Airport
www.karrathaairport.com.au

Karratha Visitor Centre
www.karrathavisitorcentre.
com.au

Disclaimer
This information is provided as a guide only 
and is subject to change. Rural Health West 
recommends contacting services direct to 
confirm details.
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